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 POLITICAL VISION OF THE ERITREAN ISLAMIC CONGRESS
Introduction in brief

                The Eritrean Islamic Congress is a propagational and political organization.  It stands for reformation the current situation of Eritrea, to put an end to the people's sufferance, to bring freedom and justice, and rising the values of the religion and virtue (moral principles), to lay the foundation of consultation, to spread out the security and stability in Eritrea in order to turn out to be right happiness for Eritrean people.
Background
The Eritrean Islamic Congress established on 25/2/1427H, 26/3/2006 by initiative of some Islamic personalities who had a extreme experience  in national and political and propagation activities as well as participated previously with some political organizations, these personalities had a special vision in political and popular aspects.  They agreed to establish an organizational based on ideological, new work vision becomes opened to the Eritrean people and deals with inside and outside of the country in reality and objectivity taking the current circumstances and changes of the country inconsideration, in view of Islamic approach which presents the basic idea and vision of the organization. 

The Eritrean Islamic Congress is additional to national effort and putting forward the politics, that is national form tries to bring its members through their duties and efforts serving their country going ahead always in the performance of good deeds and make it wider as well as trying to narrowing the wickedness and lessening or making it smaller as much as possible.
            The Eritrean Islamic Congress passed its transitional period for one year, since its establishment day. This transitional period was to come all together to the common agreement, idea and arranging our condition, in order to facilitate the transition to the constitutional system.
            Thanks Allah. The congress could reach this stage after the first conference was held on 23/3/2007 which the congress drew and planned all its vision and roles.
The Vision of the Congress 
            The Eritrean Islamic Congress seeks to be a strong complete path finding and effective organizational institution in its society.
Characteristics of the Congress
            The Eritrean Islamic Congress is founded on three important functions:

1. Function of propagation: - that stands for showing our people the right way and educates their religious matter in accordance with the Sunnis (the Sunnites) and group approach. 

2. Political function: - that comes by effort in the behavioral issues which is near to rightness and more distant or further away corruption and works toward political stability and national security through providing with the rights and freedoms of the individual. 

3. Social function:- that stands for putting an end sufferance of Eritrean people from the current regime of Eritrea and contribution in providing the necessity of life and good standard of living as well as development which achieves welfare and prosperity for all Eritrean society. 
· The Eritrean Islamic Congress flows out its vision and its particular and general agreements through its evaluations for its special circumstances and the social and political surroundings through its organizational different means in accordance with its principles and goals, our ideology and vision may agree with others sometimes or not, when we agree the ground will be collective and common to help or coordinate one other and unify the common efforts, if we could not agree with other the field of activity will be opened for discussion, dialogue, debate, criticism, and revision. 

· The Eritrean Islamic Congress is a general organization, opened for all Eritrean who agree with the principles of the congress and convinced by the vision of the congress as well as abide by the political and organizational of the congress.  The congress gathers all professional and social classes, men and women, gathers among choice part who carry burdens of the organization and leaders, and among masses who support and stand by in the role of political life, at this atmosphere gathering all possibilities and abilities of Eritrea and guide them to serve the society and country.  The congress aims to fulfill all needs of the Eritrean society as much as possible. 

The Principles and Bases
 

For every organization has peculiarities of ideology and political thesis based on its reading of interpretation what is going on since the congress will deal with real situation of Eritrea with different cultural, social, economical and civilization standards.  It is his duty to decide its special principles which central its movement and conduct in the exam world and pushing, and it is known this principles do not stand alone and do not work alone but need the limited executive programs to be vivid and effective in the life of men, and the principles which based on:- 
1. Islam: - is the official source and base in all aspects of life for Eritrean Muslim society. 

2. Consultation: - is starting foundation of the principle of Islam in politics, rule (administration) and social life. 

3. Justice: - is virtue, religious and humanity goodness, it is the cause for life and reformation, and it is very important pillar to come true the security and stability. 

4. Justice, Equality, Mercy and Helping each other in charity, unity, transparency, dignity of humanity, high principle which stands for the right regime and supports the pillar of the justice rule. 

5. The rightness of administration to be equal to all, which is accepted by everyone of the society.

6. Building foreign relations based on good neighborhood and development for the benefit of all, No interference in other affairs. 

7. Taking care after families and protect them, making smooth inside it until it gets full of mercy and love as well as blessing married life. 

8. Keeping the special situation of widows and orphans, disabled of war, families of martyrs. 

9. Setting participations of ordering by good deeds and forbidding for the abnormal acts, accepting others opinion and spreading out the self-criticism. 

10. The Arabic language and Tigrinya are both official languages in Eritrea, taking in consideration other local tongue accents (dialects). 

11. Building a right and equivalent economy that fulfill the needs of humanity. 

12. Keeping the sovereignty of Eritrea and it's unity as well as it's geographical history, its people in different religion, language and culture. 

GOAL OF THE CONGRESS

The Eritrean Islamic Congress tries hard to achieve the following goals:-
1. Setting up the organization that is an effective and path finding as well as willfully, ideologically, methodically and practically. 

2. Promoting who are associated in this organization and making their moral and behavioral obligation deeper. 

3. Striving for fixing moral, religious and behavioral obligations in the Eritrean society.  

4. Standing up for the Eritrean national and popular interest and securing that is the life insurance and to reach in a good standard of living for all Eritreans. 

5. Spreading out living peacefully together, national agreement among Eritreans. 

6. Supporting and helping to the national forces and strengthening and solidification foundations of national unity. 

7. Striving to stand up a rule system that believes in democracy, freedom, rights, spread out the justice security, sharing power, neutrality of civic society for all Eritrean. 

8. Setting good relations and cooperating each other with neighboring countries. 

9. Cooperation and integration with Arab, Africa neighbors and International in accordance with the advantage of country. 
Politics of the Congress
1. Putting to use all means which is lawful and possible to achieve our limited goals. 

2. Taking care to the public interest and for our common goals, do all in one's power. 

3. Supporting and coordination with all Eritrean political forces, which achieve the interest of the country and society, specially the Eritrean Democratic Alliance (EDA). 

4. Cooperation with local surrounds in government's level and political forces that can achieve security and stability in our zone and its development. 

5. Building relations with governments, organizations and parties, and get experience from their abilities for the sake of country. 

6. Depending on dialogue and discussion about the Eritrean issue and its problem with all concerned parties. 

7. Going step by step and giving for all its priority. 

8. Taking which is simple and normal and farness from immoderation (going too far) in all aspects and issues. 

9. Dealing with changes and agendas by flexibility with out relinquishment or going up form our principles or from our limited vision which the congress is trying its best to reach it. 

10. Developing our capacities and giving power the abilities of the organization in all work fields in accordance with the limited priorities. 

11. Encouraging Intermediary of Eritrean organizations (civic society organizations). 
Basic Factors and Challenges     

                In spite of newness and regency of the organization (before) in appearing in he Eritrean field.  The leaders, cadre and members of the organizations  worked in political and organization fields in Eritrean organizations (parties), that  gave them a good experience and knowledge in political and organizational aspects it was clear its trace and impact the real picture of the organizational activity which appeared the Eritrean Islamic Congress that showed its presence as new organizational power ……. gives good capacities and abilities…. we can mention the basic factors and abilities which is provided by the Eritrean Islamic Congress:-

1)      The Eritrean Islamic Congress possesses comprehensive and equal vision and clear political program which expresses point of view of the organization in important life issues in Eritrea, based on achieving the happiness in this world and the Day of Judgment.  Based on Islamic reference, and according to the real circumstances in a normal Islamic approach, avoiding or keeping away from immoderation and carelessness, closeness and openness, rashness and cowardice, harshness and liquefaction, with flexibility of basic principalities which formed this organization and helps keeping away from any leaving behind the obstacles and challenges.  

2)      Occurrence of leadership and cadres, and they are responsible, and they possess knowledge and experience which helps in political and organizational administration, believes in consultation and participation and depends on transparency in managing its work and gathers all in love and justice.

3)      Mass and people's grand work are enthusiastic for the organization and its programs honest loyalty that is ready to take responsibility of the organization and sacrifices by his time, money, body in order to achieve his goal.

4)      A good relations with all Eritrean political forces and having a good reputation in Eritrean people and general acceptance for the Eritrean Islamic Congress politics.

5)      Institutions and skeletons of the comprehensive organization, distributed in the important duties and responsibilities and works in organized way in accordance with listed program.

 The above mentioned abilities and basic factors will remain limited needs to make it stronger additional to basic factors which is very necessary and we can face some challenges and obstacles inside and out side the country such as :- 

1)      Occurrence institutions of the organization outside the country due to dictatorship of the regime.

2)      The capacity of material is another challenge since the process of construction and progress demands material capacity

3)      The dictatorial and sectarian regime that is dominating the country and humiliating the rights of the citizens and not giving their religious and political rights.

4)      No stabilizing and securing the political movement in the horn of Africa which is Eritrea part of it.

5)      International politics who rules its some international forces according to their benefits and directions.
Summarized of the Political Vision
1. Giving Priority to his basis human rights, which involve his religion, freedom, respecting his point of view, his physical and social security and stability. 

2. Developing awareness of the society by education which helps him to be qualified in checking on politics based on civilization and prevents the society from disunion and destroyed sliding as well as resists all ways of dictatorship. 

3. Care over the health of human being, especially women and children, providing medicines, doctors, clinics and hospitals which can accommodate all for different diseases.   

4. Fighting against poverty and providing infrastructure for development and offering support, especially to the widows and orphans and who had a special problem. 

5. Concentration on education, which is the real civilization for our society and the main key for development and promotion. 

6. Supporting and helping one another in nation level with all Eritrean political forces who is against the current regime of Eritrea. 

7. To make every effort among opposition parties to come to the common agreement on one vision and opinion this helps to lead the country in right way later on. 

8. Uncovering or expose the faults, crimes and irresponsibility activities of the Eritrean regime. 

9. Motivate the soul of opposition by all means to the Eritrean people with different ways. 

10. Activate the local and international relations to help for putting pressure on the Dictator regime in Eritrea for bringing Peace, Democracy and Stability in Eritrea. 

11. Developing means of communications and building constructive relations and removing all ways of tension with neighboring and International countries. 

12. Making common divisors, fraternal relations deeper with neighboring people. 

13. Participating and supporting in security and stability of horn Africa. 

14. Concentration of communication by governments, organizations and groups, to gain moral and material support and crystallization injustice and sufferance of Eritrean people to the justice and looking forwards are their request.    
Memorandum
Introduction about Eritrea in brief: 
Eritrea was awarded to Ethiopia in 1952 as part of a federation. Ethiopia's annexation of Eritrea as a province 10 years later sparked a 30-year struggle for independence that ended in 1991 with Eritrean rebels defeating governmental forces; independence was overwhelmingly approved in a 1993 referendum. A two-and-a-half-year border war with Ethiopia that erupted in 1998 ended under UN auspices in December 2000. Eritrea currently hosts a UN peacekeeping operation that is monitoring a 25 km-wide Temporary Security Zone (TSZ) on the border with Ethiopia. An international commission, organized to resolve the border dispute, posted its findings in 2002. However, both parties have been unable to reach agreement on implementing the decision. On 30 November 2007, the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission remotely demarcated the border by coordinates and dissolved itself, leaving Ethiopia still occupying several tracts of disputed territory, including the town of  Badme. Eritrea accepted the EEBC's "virtual demarcation" decision and called on Ethiopia to remove its troops from the TSZ which it states is Eritrean territory. Ethiopia has not accepted the virtual demarcation decision.
Geography
Eritrea was formerly the northernmost province of Ethiopia and is about the size of Indiana. Much of the country is mountainous. Its narrow Red Sea coastal plain is one of the hottest and driest places in Africa. The cooler central highlands have fertile valleys that support agriculture. Eritrea is bordered by the Sudan on the north and west, the Red Sea on the north and east, and Ethiopia and Djibouti on the south.
History

Eritrea was part of the first Ethiopian kingdom of Aksum until its decline in the 8th century. It came under the control of the Ottoman Empire in the 16th century, and later of the Egyptians. The Italians captured the coastal areas in 1885, and the Treaty of Uccialli (May 2, 1889) gave Italy sovereignty over part of Eritrea. The Italians named their colony after the Roman name for the Red Sea, Mare Erythraeum, and ruled it up until World War II. The British captured Eritrea in 1941 and later administered it as a UN Trust Territory until it became federated with Ethiopia on Sept. 15, 1952. It was made an Ethiopian province on Nov. 14, 1962. A civil war broke out against the Ethiopian government, led by rebel groups who opposed the union and wanted independence for Eritrea. Fighting continued over the next 32 years.

In 1991, the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front deposed the country's hard-line Communist dictator Mengistu. Without Mengistu's troops to battle, the Eritrean People's Liberation Front was able to gain control of Asmara, the Eritrean capital, and form a provisional government. In 1993, a referendum on Eritrean independence was held, supported by the UN and the new Ethiopian government. Eritrean voters almost unanimously opted for an independent republic. Ethiopia recognized Eritrea's sovereignty on May 3, 1993, and sought a new era of cooperation between the two countries.

The cooperation did not last long. Following Eritrea's independence, Eritrea and Ethiopia disagreed about the exact demarcation of their borders, and in May 1998 border clashes broke out. Both impoverished countries spent millions of dollars on warplanes and weapons, about 80,000 people were killed, and refugees were legion. The war essentially ended in a stalemate, and a formal peace agreement was signed in Dec. 2000. In Dec. 2005, an international Court of Arbitration ruled that Eritrea had violated international law when it attacked Ethiopia in 1998.
See also Encyclopedia: Eritrea.
U.S. State Dept. Country Notes: Eritrea
	Location:
	Eastern Africa, bordering the Red Sea, between Djibouti and Sudan

	Geographic coordinates:
	15 00 N, 39 00 E 

	Area:
	total: 121,320 sq km 
land: 121,320 sq km 
water: 0 sq km 

	Area - comparative:
	slightly larger than Pennsylvania 

	Land boundaries:
	total: 1,626 km 
border countries: Djibouti 109 km, Ethiopia 912 km, Sudan 605 km 

	Coastline:
	2,234 km (mainland on Red Sea 1,151 km, islands in Red Sea 1,083 km) 

	Maritime claims:
	territorial sea: 12 nm 

	Climate:
	hot, dry desert strip along Red Sea coast; cooler and wetter in the central highlands (up to 61 cm of rainfall annually, heaviest June to September); semiarid in western hills and lowlands 

	Terrain:
	dominated by extension of Ethiopian north-south trending highlands, descending on the east to a coastal desert plain, on the northwest to hilly terrain and on the southwest to flat-to-rolling plains 

	Elevation extremes:
	lowest point: near Kulul within the Denakil depression -75 m 
highest point: Soira 3,018 m 

	Natural resources:
	gold, potash, zinc, copper, salt, possibly oil and natural gas, fish 

	Land use:
	arable land: 4.78% 
permanent crops: 0.03% 
other: 95.19% (2005) 

	Irrigated land:
	210 sq km (2003) 

	Total renewable water resources:
	6.3 cu km (2001) 

	Freshwater withdrawal (domestic/industrial/agricultural):
	total: 0.3 cu km/yr (3%/0%/97%) 
per capita: 68 cu m/yr (2000) 

	Natural hazards:
	frequent droughts; locust swarms 

	Environment - current issues:
	deforestation; desertification; soil erosion; overgrazing; loss of infrastructure from civil warfare 

	Environment - international agreements:
	party to: Biodiversity, Climate Change, Climate Change-Kyoto Protocol, Desertification, Endangered Species, Hazardous Wastes, Ozone Layer Protection 
signed, but not ratified: none of the selected agreements 

	Geography - note:
	strategic geopolitical position along world's busiest shipping lanes; Eritrea retained the entire coastline of Ethiopia along the Red Sea upon de jure independence from Ethiopia on 24 May 1993. 


          It is written in history the embracing of Islam in Eritrea was at the beginning of  Sahaba's coming to Ma'edar port which is in the beach of Eritrea that opened by Omowin's, island of Dahlak, Massawa in the 8th century.  As the Turks (Othmanians) dominated the responsibility on coastal areas of Eritrea, in the 16th century who participated a lot in spreading out in most areas of Eritrea.

 

            Eritrea was under the control of consecutive colonization's starting from 1890 up to 1991, which was from (Portugal, Italy, Britain and finally Ethiopia). 

            

            Eritrea got independence on 24- may-1994 after very difficult war which continued for 3 decades and through it Eritrean people sacrificed thousands of martyrs, wounded and handicapped (disabled) people.

 

Beginning of the National Movement of Eritrea 
            It was written in history the national movement bean in 1938, since began national gathering in Asmara, capital city of Eritrea (Hager fakir) which mean love of country society later on became to political parties such a Islamic union, uniting party.

 

Eritrean Revolution and Arms Fighting 
 

            After defeating Italy in 1941, through alliance forces, Britain took the responsibility of administration in Eritrea in 1950 the General Assembly of the United Nations decided to federate Eritrea with Ethiopia, based on independence of Eritrea as one  local and political country and has a democratic constitution of Eritrea, Eritrean government and flag.

 

            Later on Ethiopia declared officially that Eritrea is a part of Ethiopia…………so there was no choice for the national parties unless to stand in front of Ethiopian government, then they started a revolution arms on September, 1961 by the leadership of Hamid Idris Awate under name of (Eritrea Liberation Front) and those who started this movement were Muslim, later on started to join Eritrea Christian to the revolution in group when they saw victories that was in the past middle of 70th.

 
             The Beginning of People's Front and its Ideology and Goals
 
The people's Front was established in 1970 as representative of Christian forces in Eritrea by the leadership of Isais Aforki, the current president of Eritrea under the Marx ideology.

            In the beginning of 80th the battle field for the people's front after removing or eliminating the Eritrea Liberation Front by support of Tigray revolution at that time that was the biggest secret to throw over the Ethiopian government (Derg) in 24 – 5 - 1994.

 

The Inside Situation of Eritrea
 

            After submitting the people's front the rule of the country in 1991, all was hoping their good expectations. 

             In spite Eritrea got good response internationally and locally as new or originate country it got support for reconstruction but Eritrea became a big problem in the horn of Africa, after three years of independence enters in a war with three neighboring countries (The diplomatic relations still cut with two neighboring countries they are Ethiopia and Djibouti due to this war Eritrea lost a lot of people more it lost in the 30 years war.   

 

Political 
 

· The country is in one party (Eritrean people's Liberation Front) to administer and manage the current political system. 

· The regime prohibited the general elections since the Independence Day. 

· The regime put a constitution which goes with his party only.  Even though it is not materialized since 1997. 

· The regime involved in different crimes and violating the human rights. 

· Controlling the judicial systems in Eritrea and interrupting in judicial matters. 

Economically
 

· The regime monopolized all aspects of Economy of the country as though its companies.

· The political economy of the regime entered out people less than 53% in the circle of poverty.

· All economical capacities directed to the war to the neighboring countries and for the security of the regime.

 

Socially
· The politics which is following by the regime is in narrow sectarianism. 

· The regime's work is to block Muslim people to participate its religious rights. 

· Treating Islamic religion as fourth religion in Eritrea. 

· The regime used the scholarship to Christian students only.  Since gave 95% to Christian and 5% to Muslims. 

· Putting obstacles and blocs in front of Eritrean refugee from Sudan to not come back to their country. 

· The regime is treating badly with coming back of Eritrean refugee from Sudan to their country. 

· Considering Arabic language as new comer language and ignoring it. 

· Foreign students to learn by their mother tongue 

· Immigration of many Eritreans, especially youth and students to different countries due to bad administration in Eritrea. 
 Security 
· The Eritrean regime entered wars with many neighboring countries; finally the biggest and dangerous war was Ethiopia.

· Putting in to the practice the campaign of compulsory service in the armed forces (compulsory military service), the regime used it in a cruel way.

· Demoralizing the army and appeared escaping in group condition.

· The army did not get any achievement and the smallest of salary.

· Appeared conditions of muting (insubordination) in the army.

· Appeared the conditions of running away of leaders of the political army to the neighboring countries.

 

The Outside Condition of Eritrea
The relations of Eritrean foreign were marked by under Eritrean people's Liberation front.

Arab Axis
The relationship between Eritrea and Eritrea is historical and strategic. The Arab stand was a great role n supporting and helping Eritrean issue.

Iranian Axis
The relationship between Eritrea revolution and Iran with coming the Islamic revolution in 1979.  Since the Liberation Front opened in Tehran.

European Axis
 The Eritrean regime has a good relationship with European countries, especially after independence.      
Sudanese Axis
The Sudan possesses an impact in Eritrean issue, and Sudan played a great role in Eritrea issue in being Eritrea independence but when the Eritrea regime cane to power the relationship was not good as it was because of the arrogance of the regime.

United States of America Axis
The relationship between Eritrea and United States of America has been passive relation, especially in the self-determination time and in the fighting of arms started United States of America becoming interested to solve Eritrean issue since 1989. Lately the standing of US Government against the tyranny is very positive and very supportive to the unity of the Eritrean oppositions parties under the umbrella of Eritrean Democratic Alliance (EDA) which is struggling in bringing Democracy changes in Eritrea,.
Concluding Section

1.    The recent regime of Eritrea is a dictatorial and oppressive regime, affected all Eritreans by damage, harm and oppression, especially Muslims starting colonization's periods.

2.    The regime is living in exceptional and dangerous circumstance, since it lost all factors of staying in power, becoming nearer to collapse rather than staying in power more than ever, especially it is facing of shortage of food, medicine and fuel, and preventing relief organizations to enter to the country.

3.    Groups of the objections to the regime with their different directions of ideology and political stands. They have agreed to work in one shadow under the Eritrean alliance (The Eritrean Islam congress is one of them).

4.    Muslims in Eritrea are facing difficulties and challenging situation, while Christians get all opportunities starting the past colonizers and this time is the worst situation are facing Muslims as putting in jails and unknown prisons ( no one knows where are they, including their families).

5.    The Eritrean Islamic congress starts from a deep vision to improve and reform the real situation of Eritrea, based on in different religions and languages, including the scientific and studied plans in order to reach a real force and influencing to the Muslims….. Then, in the long run, it brings, happiness, equality and tranquility to the Eritrean people regardless of their faiths, colors or gender.
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